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The Georgian Dream’s anti-Western foreign policy has contributed to the growing
influence of regional authoritarian regimes over Georgia, including the Islamic Re-
public of Iran. In recent years, diplomatic, political, and economic cooperation be-
tween the Georgian Dream government and Iran has been steadily expanding.

This report, based on an analysis of publicly available sources, examines the deep-
ening ties between the Georgian Dream and the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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Breaking News - July 2, 2025

As this report was being finalized, Georgian Dream became embroiled in yet
another scandal. Aleksandre Khvtisiashvili, Deputy Foreign Minister of Ivanish-
vili’s regime, attended an event at the Iranian Embassy in Tbilisi commemorat-
ing the “martyrs killed in the Israeli regime’s attack.” According to a statement
released by the Iranian Embassy, Khvtisiashvili signed the condolence book and
expressed solidarity with the Islamic Republic. Shortly afterward, the Israeli Em-
bassy issued an official response:

Embassy of I.R IRAN in Thilisi, Georgia @ @IraninGeorgia - 12h [ \ “We were dismayed to leam that Geor—
— @lraninGeorgia hosted a memaorial event for martyrs of #lsrasl'i

aggression against #Iran, attended by élwlDe?uty FM M’\I Khvtis, diplomats gia, S Deputy Foreign Minister attended

=

and military attachés, Georgian religi &

Condolences & solidarity were shared. a solidarity event at the Iranian embas-

We thank our friends for their support.

sy in Tbilisi. At a time when the West
= d g g &l D . .
i S condemns Iran’s attacks on Israeli ci-
: vilians and supports efforts to stop its
nuclear and genocidal ambitions, it is
deeply disappointing to see the Deputy
Foreign Minister taking part in such an
event. This is morally wrong”.

INTENSIFICATION OF DIPLOMATIC TIES:
IRAKLI KOBAKHIDZE'S OFFICIAL VISITS TO IRAN

In recent years, the Georgian Dream’s anti- Western rhetoric has moved beyond mere
public statements and evolved into active cooperation with authoritarian regimes. No-
tably, Georgian Dream Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze paid two official visits to
Iran in 2024.


https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/%E1%83%9B%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%9D%E1%83%90%E1%83%93%E1%83%92%E1%83%98%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94-%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A9%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98/33461994.html
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/140890-israeli-embassy-we-were-dismayed-to-learn-that-georgias-deputy-foreign-minister-attended-a-solidarity-event-at-the-iranian-embassy-this-is-morally-wrong

On May 22, 2024, Kobakhidze attended
the funeral ceremony of Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi and Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian. Significantly, the cere-
mony was also attended by leaders of Hez-
bollah and Hamas. Later, on July 30, 2024,
Kobakhidze participated in the inauguration
of Iran’s new president, Masoud Pezeshkian.
During the inauguration, Kobakhidze was
“honored” to appear in the same photo frame
with former Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh.
As part of this second visit, he also held an
official meeting with President Pezeshkian.

Photo description: Irakli Kobakhidze at the funeral of Ebrahim Raisi

According to the Iranian Embassy in Georgia, Kobakhidze emphasized the “high
motivation” of both countries to deepen bilateral relations. In addition to political di-
alogue, the parties also discussed the importance of expanding economic cooperation.
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““We are pleased that relations between
our countries are progressing across
various fields, and that public interac-
tion and cooperation between the pri-
vate sectors of Iran and Georgia are
growing day by day.”

Photo description: Irakli Kobakhidze at a meeting with Pezeshkian, July 30, 2024

Despite heightened public interest (given that the most recent visit by a Georgian
head of government to Iran took place on July 30,2024), there is virtually no informa-
tion available about the topics discussed, agreements reached, or specific joint proj-
ects planned during the bilateral meetings. The lack of transparency surrounding the
visit, combined with the Georgian Dream’s closed communication strategy, suggests
that Mr. Kobakhidze and his associates are fully aware of how damaging such inter-
actions are to Georgia’s national interests. For this reason, they avoid public discus-
sion of the content of these meetings. However, that did not stop them from publicly
displaying photos taken against a backdrop of slogans such as “Death to Israel, Death
to America.”


https://tabula.ge/en/news/718468-irakli-kobakhidze-iranshi-chavida-igi-dakrdzalvis
https://civil.ge/archives/618250
https://georgia.mfa.gov.ir/ge/newsview/750558

ECONOMIC COOPERATION BETWEEN GEORGIAN DREAM AND
THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN:
IRANIAN OIL IN GEORGIA

Alongside deepening political cooperation, trade between Georgia and Iran has
been steadily growing, albeit in a highly unbalanced manner. The trade relationship
1s marked by a negative trade balance for Georgia, as imports from Iran significantly
exceed exports to Iran. For instance, in 2024, Georgia exported goods worth only 36
million USD to Iran, while imports from Iran reached 285 million USD, nearly eight
times higher (see Chart #1).

Chart #1: Georgia—Iran Export-Import Volume ( Million USD $ )
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Since 2020, the value of Iranian products imported into Georgia has increased sub-
stantially (see Chart #2).

In 2020, Iranian imports amounted to 45 million USD;
by 2024, this figure had nearly quintupled to 285 million USD.

In 2021 alone, imports of oil and petroleum products into Georgia rose by 154%
compared to 2020, reaching 3,413 tons.
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https://en.trend.az/business/energy/3553844.html

Chart #2: Growth in Imports from Iran ( Million USD §)
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One of the primary categories of Iranian exports to Georgia is oil and petroleum
products. Among imported Iranian products, petroleum coke, bitumen, and other res-
idues from petroleum refining comprise the majority share (see Chart #3).

Chart #3: Import Volume of Oil and Petroleum Products 2009-2024 ( Million USD)
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Since 2020, there has been a clear upward trend in the import of oil and petroleum
products. In 2020, Georgia imported 683,000 USD worth of these goods from Iran; by
2024, that figure had nearly tripled to 2 million USD (see Chart #4).

Chart #4: Oil and Petroleum Product Imports from Iran, 2009-2024
( Million USD $)
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1. Photos #1, #2, and #3 were taken on Georgian territory in May 2025. The images show Iranian trucks
transporting petroleum products into Georgia.



According to Iranian sources, Georgia has become a significant export destination
for various Iranian goods, including construction materials, petrochemicals, bitumen,
and food products.

Given this data, it is important to note that the import of Iranian oil remains a per-
sistent concern for the international community. The oil trade is one of the Islamic
Republic’s main sources of revenue. Therefore, the increasing volume of Iranian oil
exports to Georgia raises serious concerns, as it may indicate indirect financial sup-
port for the Iranian regime.

The issue has not gone unnoticed at the highest levels. On May 1, 2025, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump posted the following message on Truth Social:

1 ‘ Commentary Donald J. Trump Posts From Truth Social %

ALERT: All purchases of Iranian Qil, or Petrochemical products, must
stop, NOW! Any Country or person who buys ANY AMOUNT of OIL or
PETROCHEMICALS from Iran will be subject to, immediately, Secondary
Sanctions. They will not be allowed to do business with the United
States of America in any way, shape, or form. Thank you for your
attention to this matter, PRESIDENT DONALD J. TRUMP

From Donald Trump Truth Social 05/01/25 02:20 PM

025 - 1.5M Views

ALERT @


https://zoominbazar.com/export-to-georgia/
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/05/01/trump-iran-oil-sanctions-china-00322292

It is also worth noting that numerous Iranian websites
provide detailed guidance to Iranian businessmen on
how to export petroleum and petrochemical products to

m” S e Georgia. One such example is the Sadra Tejarat Com-

el pany, which offers consulting services and facilitates

WACH SCom T Bt 13 S

T T the transportation and export of petrochemical products

sty olpemiiatzd i to various countries, including Georgia.
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Official website of Sadra Tejarat Company

A recurring recommendation found on these Iranian-language platforms is for poten-
tial exporters and businessmen to establish companies in Georgia. For instance, one
Iranian source highlights several benefits of having a company in Georgia: Iranian
citizens can access Georgia’s free industrial zones, take advantage of tax incentives,
and register companies without capital, in compliance with local regulations.

For instance, the official
website of Arad Brand-
ing features an article on
Iran-Georgia trade relations,
emphasizing the advantages

PN RNERIR RO et o . . . .
ol ohladb i Glhws,S el o aS, 2l ok ai8)S 5 0 ol gl s g)palhS Slgans I B sl o oS & ol Shile @lalls alas 5l ek Al Of dOlng bUSIHeSS m Georgla:
il 029y iz, daie &) phal 5l ilale ilpana alez jl i Rl e eyl | L puines g lasle allas oy sisles )l
ol @ ol 3 Slpbe bl
Aty lianz)S a8 b Sylad JUis &y Lads ST el o2 @88 5 53 Sl £ gl sl 5 63l e Al e Silpe I s Culey @ bgie olgz 45 Glad
aslad 4y by Gl jlasy Sla0 lg5 o Basb ool I Lad A8 S50 Sl 4 @liBl 4 T 1530 2lg 3 Loguad GluayS S 53 sl s 423 55 el (o Slgaduy Led ap

agled 5 dhazll amangs Slip alaz I b wile ylis i Gesb 3l Alsh o Lo o« S

“Any kind of trade in the world relies on following certain rules. For this type
of export, there are many regulations. If you plan to trade with Georgia, we rec-
ommend that you first register companies in Georgia, especially near ports. This
way, you can trade more easily. Registering a company can also significantly re-
duce costs. Additionally, it will make exports and imports smoother.” (Source 1)

This is just one example among many. Iranian online platforms frequently share
advice and personal experiences, encouraging Iranian companies to use Georgian ter-
ritory for business initiatives, many of which are designed to circumvent international
sanctions through questionable or outright fraudulent schemes.
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https://staptrading.com/cgi-sys/suspendedpage.cgi
https://staptrading.com/cgi-sys/suspendedpage.cgi
https://wiz.ge/%D8%AB%D8%A8%D8%AA-%D8%B4%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AC%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86/
https://aradbranding.com/fa/export-from-iran-to-georgia/
https://aradbranding.com/fa/export-from-iran-to-georgia/
https://aradbranding.com/fa/export-from-iran-to-georgia/

HOW [RANIAN COMPANIES ARE USING GEORGIA T0 BYPASS SANCTIONS

Iran, currently under extensive international sanctions, continues to find ways to
export oil and other products to the global market through various schemes. In this
context, the Islamic Republic has a strong motivation to deepen its cooperation with
Georgia.

By leveraging Georgian territory and companies registered in Georgia, Tehran
is able to access not only Russian and Chinese markets but also Western ones.

Considering the recent intensification of Georgian-Iranian cooperation, it is reason-
able to conclude that Iran is increasingly using Georgia as a corridor to circumvent
international sanctions. This assumption is supported by both statistical data and evi-
dence gathered by the Civic IDEA research team.

Between 2013 and 2024, Iranian citizens registered approximately 9,300 companies
in Georgia. According to the National Statistics Office of Georgia, 382 Iranian com-
panies were registered in 2024 alone, an increase of around 150% compared to 2020
figures (see Table #5).

Table #5: Iranian Companies Registered in Georgia (2020-2025)

Legal form of the organization 2020 | 2021 | 2022 2023 2024 (Byzl(\)/IZ:y 1
In total 253 241 459 466 382 85
Limited Liability Company 228 188 360 298 175 41
General Proprietorship Company 1 0 0 0 0 0
Individual Entrepreuner 22 50 98 168 205 43
st PSP HETS EET T BT B

Numerous Iranian blogs and articles portray Georgia as a favorable destination for
launching business initiatives, especially due to its strategic role as a regional transit
hub. These sources also highlight the ease of obtaining the necessary licenses for ex-
porting goods into and through Georgia.


https://bm.ge/news/2013-2024-tslebshi-iranis-moqalaqeebma-saqartveloshi-9-300-kompania-daaregistrires-ti
https://zoominbazar.com/export-to-georgia/

Civic IDEA’s research identified several Iranian-language articles that openly de-
tail how Iranian businessmen circumvent international sanctions through fraudulent
schemes. These sources often emphasize Georgia’s free trade agreements with multi-
ple countries, including the European Union, as well as its access to the U.S. market
under the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP). According to these articles, Ira-
nian companies can import products into Georgia, repackage them as Georgian-made
goods, and then export them to European or U.S. markets without paying customs

tariffs.

gl I Sy St oS U sl i Jlasms ot ) il B gl S (gl 3 AT U g pie wipmine WnCaatyh opapm limansS

25 i Gl ) Sl g (55T aplepus
(S Sl U g (g J9dsn £ e oF sl (5500 s Sl Tng® Al LG Gl il 1) a2y 480 lieen,§ @ ke (g5, 45 Camls bl 0l
3gai (B iz Gab ) pa) a3 LMl CosiaSl obind Elgil gilhe; o iph ribang Shibie Copr Bk

g gyl 41 Oylo G ol 3 638 2ulgT ebind Ty whyaT gad oy 5 g apsbadl U glimes aKan i Lamal 4 40 U
gy xSyl 5 Ul 53 (5thins U s 1SS 33 gl 401 Ghrgin polinl 5 Cunl 338 Lo bl GUISY 3 /95 5l ot
5 ke Bgpal i gl ) bagis et 330 sinly 5 el b 5 a8 b g iy 3 008 sl atiad

“Indeed, Iran can circumvent U.S .-imposed — <w——=
\ ]

£ blog buskoolcomglus, £ - il

“With the adoption of a law on Geor-
gia’s integration into the EU and the
abolition of customs tariffs for Geor-
gian products exported to Europe, a
Javorable environment was created for
Iranian traders: they can bring their
products into Georgia and, by repack-
aging them with a label of Georgian
products, export them to the EU or the
US without paying customs tariffs and
at a competitive price.” ( Source 2 )

N T—

N

restrictions and sanctions and access glob-
al markets for various products by trading
through Georgia. Iran’s broader objective
appears to be positioning trade with Georgia
as a central route for both its exports and im-
ports. The strong trade, economic, cultural,
and touristic ties between Iran and Georgia
suggest a promising future for bilateral re-
lations. One of Georgia’s key advantages,
as a potential gateway for Iran to the glob-
al market, is its extensive network of trade
agreements, particularly with Europe. For

Georgia, trade with European countries is both accessible and profitable. These
agreements enable Georgia to engage in tariff-free trade not only with EU mem-
ber states but also with a range of non-EU countries. For instance, Georgia’s free
trade agreements with the EU, Turkey, Russia, Kazakhstan, and others allow it to
export goods to these markets without paying customs duties.” ( Source 3 )


https://zoominbazar.com/export-to-georgia/
https://jetsa.net/export-to-georgia/
https://jetsa.net/export-to-georgia/
https://blog.buskool.com/%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AC%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86/

The possibility of accessing the EU market through Georgia has been acknowledged
by Iranian officials in formal settings, often in the presence of representatives of the
Georgian Dream government. For example, during the sixth meeting of the Iran—
Georgia Joint Economic Commission in 2017, Iran’s Minister of Cooperatives, Labor,
and Social Welfare, Ali Rabiei, stated:

‘ ‘ »Gliven Georgia’s relations with the European Union, Georgia is the
most suitable route for exporting Iranian goods to Europe.*

SANCTIONED GEORGIAN COMPANIES

Due to the use of fraudulent schemes to evade international sanctions, Iranian com-
panies are periodically added to global sanctions lists. Iranian-owned or affiliated
companies registered in Georgia have not been an exception and have appeared on
such lists multiple times.

2014: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY SANCTIONS

In 2014, the U.S. Treasury Department imposed sanctions on a number of individ-
uals and entities for violating sanctions on Iran, facilitating its nuclear and missile
proliferation, and supporting terrorism.

Sanctioned individuals:

* Pourya Nayebi
* Houshang Hosseinpour
* Houshang Farsoudeh

These individuals had established several companies in Georgia, which were
subsequently sanctioned:

e Caucasus Energy

* Georgian Business Development
* Great Business Deals

e New York Money Exchange

In 2011, these individuals acquired a 70% stake in the licensed Georgian financial
institution InvestBank. The bank was later used to conduct financial transactions to-
taling approximately 8 million USD with Iranian banks, including Bank Melli, Mir
Business Bank, Bank Saderat, and Bank Tejarat.
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https://dolat.ir/video/299830
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jl2287?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://civil.ge/ka/archives/152623

2019: U.S. BUREAU OF INDUSTRY AND SECURITY SANCTIONS

In 2019, the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) added several organizations to
the Entity List for unlawfully attempting to procure and divert export-controlled

aluminum tubing to Iran.

The sanctioned companies included the entity registered in Georgia and operated by

Iranian businessmen, Georgia Petrochemical Aviatech.

2021: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE SANCTIONS

In 2021, the U.S. Department of Commerce sanctioned 37 entities deemed to be
acting contrary to U.S. foreign policy and national security interests. These compa-
nies were involved in supplying or attempting to supply U.S.-origin items that could
materially support Iran’s conventional weapons and missile programs. Among the
sanctioned entities were the following companies registered in Georgia:

* ROV Solutions
* SAEROS Safety ERO Company
* Gensis Engineering

Company profiles and connections:

Registered in Georgia in 2012, ROV Solutions had its legal ad-
dress at PI. Ioseliani Avenue No. 2. As of April 23, 2025, the
company’s registration is listed as canceled in the Registry of
Entrepreneurs and Non-Entrepreneurial (Non-Commercial) Le-
gal Entities. The sole director and 100% shareholder of the com-
pany was Levan Kotiashvili.

This company was registered in Georgia in 2013. According to
the registry, its status was canceled as of April 23, 2025.
According to a 2017 extract from the Public Registry, its direc-
tor was Irakli Kotiashvili, and the 100 % shareholder was Nino
Julakidze.

It is worth noting that Irakli Kotiashvili is the son of Levan Ko-
tiashvili, while Nino Julakidze is his wife, suggesting strong
family ties among the directors of the sanctioned companies.
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ROV Solutions

SAEROS Safety
ERO Company


https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/08/14/2019-17409/addition-of-certain-entities-to-the-entity-list-revision-of-entries-on-the-entity-list-and-removal
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/12/17/2021-27406/addition-of-certain-entities-to-the-entity-list-and-revision-of-an-entry-on-the-entity-list
https://bs.napr.gov.ge/GetBlob?pid=400&bid=7c9JthgWNnAMXazKP2jf0DRhFSVAytI15Cdt%5dowDp6QjnjxRSgzK0tdv2NaGlMu3
https://bs.napr.gov.ge/GetBlob?pid=400&bid=7c9JthgWNnAMXazKP2jf0FcrLYcuLmjF6QMfSsUyWjF%5b1Zj5ON1v%5dCJfeasPJJbK
https://bs.napr.gov.ge/GetBlob?pid=400&bid=boVlyOwlsX3qmYsntmLmFNgBTge6bJUh4yuc48S5YByy9EJz5u5%5bRZRIKwoCMJWS

Although the company cannot be found in Georgia’s online
public registry, according to the U.S. Department of Commerce,
Gensis Engineering is registered in both Georgia and Turkey.
Its Georgian branch is also listed at PI. Ioseliani Avenue No.
2, Flat 6 - the same address used by both ROV Solutions and
SAEROS Safety ERO Company. This strongly suggests that the
three companies are part of a coordinated network or scheme.

Gensis
Engineering

Following the imposition of sanctions by the U.S. Department of Commerce, Le-
van Kotiashvili acknowledged in an interview that he had an Iranian business partner
named Gochin, who allegedly ran a tourist agency in Georgia. However, Kotiashvili
claimed that Gochin’s name does not appear in any of the companies’ official regis-
tration documents.

When asked whether illegal activities were carried out through these companies,
Kotiashvili responded ambiguously: “Maybe, maybe, if they produced or did some-
thing without me with these companies — I don’t know.”

GEORGIAN ENTITIES AND INDIVIDUALS CONNECTED T0 IRAN

Over the past two decades, numerous instances have emerged in which individuals
with ties to Iran have used Georgian territory to conduct activities that serve the inter-
ests of the Islamic Republic.

In April 2024, Wikilran® published information identifying four Georgian com-
panies allegedly involved in facilitating the sale of Iranian crude oil. According to
the source, these companies have repeatedly purchased oil from Iran’s Ministry of
Defense and Armed Forces Logistics (MODAFL).

“These companies are managed, owned, and affiliated with Iranian nationals — pos-
sibly even with MODAFL itself.” — Wikilran.

The suspected ties between these Georgia-based companies and Tehran are not sur-
prising, given that several of their directors and/or shareholders are Iranian citizens.

2. Wikilran is a community of Iranian expatriate professionals dedicated to exposing the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s violations of international law and regulations. Its primary goal is to increase international pressure on
the Iranian regime. The organization gathers information through open-source research as well as through
cooperation with allied organizations and individuals.
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/12/17/2021-27406/addition-of-certain-entities-to-the-entity-list-and-revision-of-an-entry-on-the-entity-list
https://www.amerikiskhma.com/a/usa-blacklist-3-georgian-company-for-allegedly-diverting-us-items-to-iran-military-program/6358837.html?fbclid=IwAR2F7yd-kNgkEVhUshZwyx7WLMiLBOskpOhcPj3USAbJTCmY-TMFwR8ogZc
https://www.amerikiskhma.com/a/usa-blacklist-3-georgian-company-for-allegedly-diverting-us-items-to-iran-military-program/6358837.html?fbclid=IwAR2F7yd-kNgkEVhUshZwyx7WLMiLBOskpOhcPj3USAbJTCmY-TMFwR8ogZc
https://wikiran.org/articles/74

Below, we present detailed information about these Georgian companies:
c GHATRAN PETROLEUM LLC (Registration Number: 400052802)

The company, allegedly connected to MODAFL, was registered in Georgia in 2012.
According to an extract from the Public Registry, the company’s director is Seyed-
javad Mousavi, and its shareholders include Georgian citizens Davit Shoshitashvili
(5%) and Tamaz Chaduneli (5%), as well as Iranian citizens Seyedjavad Mousavi
(80%) and Seyedamirhosein Mousavi (10%).

According to Wikilran, GHATRAN PETROLEUM LLC is linked to the Iranian
company GHATRAN KAVEH OIL PETROLEUM, a producer and exporter of
refined petroleum products. Although a direct connection between the Georgian
company and MODAFL has not been officially confirmed, Wikilran reports that
GHATRAN PETROLEUM has a contract with Sahara Thunder?®, a sanctioned Ira-
nian entity.

Moreover, the shareholders of GHATRAN PETROLEUM have registered several
other companies in Georgia. Their connections to Iranian businessmen and busi-
nesses raise reasonable suspicion that these Georgian entities may also be involved
in fraudulent schemes that benefit the Islamic Republic.

Below, we present a list of Georgian companies established by the Georgian share-
holders of GHATRAN PETROLEUM, some of which appear to have ties to arms
contraband activities.

One of the shareholders of GHATRAN PETROLEUM LLC (holding 5% of
the shares), Davit Shoshitashvili, is associated with four Georgian-registered
companies:

1. Ltd Data (R/N: 204960088; registered on March 30, 2001)
2. Ltd Kartuli Pabi (R/N: 405145105; registered on April 13,2016)

3. Ltd Innovative Energy Efficient Technologies Manufacturing Company
(R/N: 406293201; registered on October 25, 2019)

4. Ltd Economic Management Development and Assistance Fund (R/N:
400018413; registered on March 28, 2011)

3. Sahara Thunder is a company operating under Iran’s Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces
Logistics. According to the U.S. Department of the Treasury, the company plays a key role in the
production and supply of Iranian drones to Russia. Additionally, Sahara Thunder manages a net-
work used to facilitate the export of Iranian goods to China, Russia, and Venezuela.
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A particularly noteworthy detail concerns the shareholders of Ltd Economic Manage-
ment Development and Assistance Fund. Among them is Givi Bakhtadze (8.75%),
the father of former Georgian Prime Minister Mamuka Bakhtadze.

It is worth recalling that during his tenure as Prime Minister, Mamuka Bakhtadze
held several meetings with representatives of the Islamic Republic of Iran to promote
bilateral cooperation. For instance, in 2017, he met with Iran’s Minister of Trans-
port and Urban Development, Abbas Akhundi, to discuss the “effective usage” of the
Trans-Caspian International Transport Corridor.

In this context, the business partnership between Davit Shoshitashvili, a known
associate of Iranian nationals, and Givi Bakhtadze raises reasonable suspicion that
Georgia’s cooperation with Iran under Mamuka Bakhtadze’s leadership may have
extended beyond official diplomatic engagements and could have involved concealed
business interests.
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The Extract from the Public Registry

4. Mamuka Bakhtadze served as Georgia’s Minister of Finance from 2017 to 2018, and as Prime
Minister from 2018 to 2019.
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Tamaz Chaduneli’, a 5% shareholder of GHATRAN PETROLEUM LLC, is
associated with at least eight Georgian-registered companies:

1. Ltd Trans-vei (R/N: 404864820; registered on June 14, 2010; Chaduneli is the
company’s director and holds 25% of the shares). The majority shareholder of the
company is Boris Mchedlidze (51%), while Davit Chutkerashvili holds 24%. Ac-
cording to publicly available sources, Davit Chutkerashvili has been involved in the
delivery of arms to various groups operating in conflict zones, including in Africa
and Afghanistan.

2. Ltd Arji (R/N: 443857300; registered on July 8, 2013; Chaduneli owns 40% of
the company, and the remaining 60% is owned by Vreji Ohanian, a citizen of Ar-
menia).

3. Ltd D.M.D.T Holding (R/N: 443867273; registered on February 15,2019; Cha-
duneli serves as both director and 50% shareholder and the remaining 50% is held
by Dalibor Kopp, a citizen of the Czech Republic (ID: 610804/1775, 45214031),
who is further discussed in the next chapter).

4. Ltd Triniti (R/N: 406304306; registered on March 10, 2020; Chaduneli is listed
as both director and 50% shareholder).

5. Ltd M.T.D Holding (R/N: 443870535; registered on May 14, 2021; Chaduneli
is the sole shareholder (100%)).

6. Ltd Georgian Commerce Invest and Logistics (R/N: 402220486; registered on
May 30, 2022; Chaduneli holds 75% of the shares. The remaining 25% is owned by
a foreign citizen, Sami Youssef Maatouk).

7. Ltd R. Baltic. Corporation (R/N: 443872506; registered on September 14,
2022; Chaduneli holds a 10% share; Bila Vidmanta, a Lithuanian citizen, owns the
remaining 90%).

8. Ltd Galerea Gvirabi (R/N: 202201786; registered on October 18, 2002; As of
2025, its shareholders include: Ivane Martiashvili (59%), Davit Panjakidze (25%),
Giorgi Khmaladze (12.5%), and Nikoloz Khmaladze (12.5%)).

Notably, according to registry data from 2018, the company previously operated un-
der the name “Ltd Kavkasioni-Iberia”, with Tamaz Chaduneli listed as its director. At
that time, the company’s shareholders included: Vakhtang Gvaramia (former member
of Georgia’s Constitutional Court), Vakhtang Kutateladze (Minister of State Security
of Georgia, 1998-2001), and Evgeni Kharbedia.

5. In the 2020 parliamentary elections, Tamaz Chaduneli was nominated as a majoritarian candi-
date for Khashuri and Kareli by Tamaz Mechiauri’s party, “Tamaz Mechiauri for United Georgia”
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Information circulated in Georgian media suggests these individuals may have
abused their positions. In 2002, the outlet “Kviris Palitra” published an article de-
tailing potential secret deals between Georgian state agencies and arms traders. The
article reported that the company “Ltd Kavkasioni,” co-founded by Valeri Konjaria
and Evgeni Kharbedia, obtained a license to import and sell arms with the assistance
of then-Deputy Minister of Justice, Vakhtang Gvaramia. It further stated that both
Gvaramia and Kutateladze lobbied for the company’s interests and, in return, received
25% each of the profits from arms sales.

The partnership between individuals with similar backgrounds and Tamaz Chaduneli
reinforces suspicions that, beyond his cooperation with Iranian companies, Chaduneli
may also be connected to figures involved in arms smuggling. These concerns are fur-
ther exacerbated by his business relationship with Dalibor Kopp, a Czech citizen who
has been formally charged with participating in arms trafficking.

WHO IS TAMAZ CHADUNELI'S BUSINESS PARTNER, DALIBOR KOPP?
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“Civil IDEA” has identified, based on an extract from the public registry, that one
of the directors and shareholders of Tamaz Chaduneli’s company, Ltd D.M.D.T., is
a Czech citizen, Dalibor Kopp, whose identification document is listed in the same
extract.

Publicly available sources indicate that Dalibor Kopp has been linked to multiple
scandals:
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In 1995, he was reportedly involved in arms smuggling, having established ties
with the Palestinian extremist group Hamas, with whom he negotiated the supply
of 25,000 submachine guns and 12 million rounds of ammunition.

That same year, Kopp negotiated with Arab traders to export arms to the Middle
East. To conceal the deal, a Yemeni-based company purchased ammunition from
him, which was then resold to Iraq.

He was also accused of importing marijuana along with thousands of pistols and
machine guns from Kazakhstan.

In 2004, Kopp was suspected of supplying weapons to militant groups in Iraq, in-
cluding Islamist terrorist organisations, as well as transporting arms to Liberia. He
was charged in the Czech Republic, where investigators found that his company
was illegally involved in the production and import of ammunition. However, he
fled the country before the investigation concluded, prompting the Czech authori-
ties to issue an international arrest warrant.

In December 2004, at Interpol’s request, Dalibor Kopp was arrested by military
representatives of the United Nations Mission in Liberia and handed over to Liberi-
an authorities. However, with the assistance of a Liberian official, he escaped from
custody just hours before Interpol officers arrived.

On 8 June 2005, the Czech Republic filed a request for legal assistance with the US
Federal Court concerning Dalibor Kopp, Josef Ondrouch, Dana Lee Reed, ASC
International, Kopp Arms, and Spetstechnoexport.

In 2008, the Brno Regional Court sentenced Dalibor Kopp to four years and nine
months in prison for illegal arms trafficking committed between 1998 and 2004.

After his arrest, a spokeswoman for the Czech police stated:

“They sent arms to Africa, the Middle East, Iraq, Iran, and Israel.”

9 LLC Razi Oil Refinery (R/N: 439408687)

The second company, which, according to Wikilran, is suspected of having sus-
picious connections to MODAFL, is the Georgian-registered company Razi Oil
Refinery LLC. According to an extract from 2017, the company was registered on
October 13, 2017. Since then, no other extract about the company has been found
in the Public Registry. The company’s director and 100% owner of the shares is
Iranian citizen Mehrdad Beikpour.
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The official website of the Iranian oil company Razi Oil Refinery indicates that Razi
Oil Refinery LLC, registered in Georgia, is its subsidiary.
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o Blu Oil Company (R/N: 406251764)

The third company allegedly linked to MODAFL is Blu Oil Company LLC, which
was registered in Georgia on July 16, 2018, according to an extract from that year.
The company’s director and sole shareholder is a Georgian citizen, Dodo Chaliga-
va. Since 2018, no additional extracts about the company have been found in the
Public Registry.
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6. The photo was taken from the official website of the Iranian company Razi Oil Refinery.
7. Forouzandehsamani founded a company in Georgia, SARA CARPET LLC (R/N: 430802679).
Forouzandehsamani owns 50% of the company’s shares, while Sayedmohsen Sanaye owns 50%.
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According to information obtained by Wikilran, Blu Oil Company LLC acts as an
intermediary for Sahara Thunder, a company under Iran’s Ministry of Defense, facil-
itating the export of Iranian oil to China. In correspondence between Sahara Thunder
and Blu Oil, Sahara Thunder openly described a method to conceal the Iranian origin
of the oil: oil from three Iranian vessels (Argo, Global Beauty, Harmony® ) was trans-
ferred to a ship called Dune’ , and subsequently transported by another ship, Cathay
Phoenix!'?. This process effectively obscured the Iranian origin of the oil before its
export to China.

The company’s director and 100% owner, Dodo Chaligava, is associated with
six other Georgian companies:

1. Ltd Evroturizmi (R/N: 428884950; registered on October 31, 2018; director
and 50% shareholder: Dodo Chaligava).

2. Ltd Harat Petro (R/N: 404561602; registered on July 27, 2018; director and
100% shareholder: Dodo Chaligava).

3. Ltd Pasko Company (R/N: 428884479; registered on July 25, 2018; director
and 100% shareholder: Dodo Chaligava).

4. Ltd Afghan Oil (R/N: 406253058; registered on July 27, 2018; director and
100% shareholder: Dodo Chaligava).

5. Ltd Athena (R/N: 422433637; registered on October 21, 2021; director and
100% shareholder: Dodo Chaligava).

6. Ltd Setare (R/N: 422441478; registered on November 22, 2023; director and
100% shareholder: Dodo Chaligava).

The simultaneous registration of four companies by Chaligava in July 2018 raises
suspicions. Concerns are further heightened by the fact that several of these compa-
nies have names of Iranian origin (e.g., Harat Petro, Afghan Oil). Notably, Ltd Setare,
founded in 2023, also has an Iranian name; Setare is a Persian word meaning “star.”

It is also noteworthy that, according to an Iranian-language source, Dodo Chaligava
studied at the Department of Iranian Studies at Tbilisi State University. In 2016, he
reportedly visited Iran as part of a delegation representing 41 countries and met with
the head of Iran’s Organization for Cultural and Islamic Relations.

8. Each of the vessels are sanctioned by the US.
9. Sanctioned by the US.
10. Sanctioned by the US.
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Photo Description: A photo of Dodo Chaligava is published on an Iranian website.
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e Engine Oil Refinery LLC (R/N: 406367934)

The fourth company with suspected ties to MODAFL is Engine Oil Refinery LLC.
According to an extract from 2022, the company was registered in Georgia on June
17,2022. Since then, no additional extracts about the company have been found in
the Register of Entrepreneurs and Non-Entrepreneurial Legal Entities. The compa-
ny’s director and sole shareholder is Iranian citizen Hossein Baktashi. According to
information disseminated by Wikilran, Engine Oil Refinery LLC is involved in a
suspicious scheme to sell Iranian oil.

It is noteworthy that Wikilran’s reporting so far has covered only the connec-
tions of these four Georgian companies with Iran. However, given the dynam-
ics of Georgian-Iranian relations in recent years, other individuals or organ-
isations linked to Iranian citizens or Iranian government agencies may have
also operated in the Georgian market.

KEY TAKEWAY !

Civic IDEA’s research identified several Iranian-language articles that
openly detail how Iranian businessmen circumvent international sanctions
through fraudulent schemes. These sources often emphasize Georgia’s free
trade agreements with multiple countries, including the European Union, as

well as its access to the U.S. market under the Generalized System of Pref-
erences (GSP). According to these articles, Iranian companies can import
products into Georgia, repackage them as Georgian-made goods, and then
export them to European or U.S. markets without paying customs tariffs.
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THE PARADOX OF GEORGIAN DREAM'S FOREIGN POLICY:

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
AMIDST THE RESET OF RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES

Among the populist promises made by representatives of Georgian Dream is the
pledge to “reset” relations with Washington. However, this raises a critical question:
how does the ruling party intend to open a “new chapter” in relations with the Trump
administration while simultaneously maintaining active diplomatic and economic ties
with a state that is openly hostile to the United States?

As outlined in this report, the relationship between Georgian Dream and the Islamic
Republic of Iran extends beyond mere diplomacy and includes robust trade cooper-
ation. In recent years, Georgia has significantly increased its imports of oil products
from Iran. In 2024 alone, approximately $2 million worth of oil and oil products en-
tered Georgia, marking a notable rise compared to previous years.

Moreover, the number of companies established by Iranian citizens in Georgia has
been steadily increasing. On Iranian online platforms, including blogs and consulting
websites, Iranian individuals and companies openly describe how Georgia can be
used as a conduit to circumvent international sanctions. This report highlights only a
fraction of the Georgian companies that, according to one source, are alleged to coop-
erate with Iran’s Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics.

The exploitation of Georgian territory by Iranian businessmen for illicit schemes is
not a new phenomenon. Over the past decade, the United States has sanctioned sever-
al Georgian-registered companies for these very reasons. However, recent intensified
diplomatic engagement between Iran and Georgian Dream appears to have created a
more accommodating environment for individuals and organizations aligned with the
foreign policy interests of the Islamic Republic.

Notably, Civic IDEA has identified several cases during the course of this research
that point to connections between Iranian-founded companies in Georgia and citizens
of Georgia and other countries involved in arms smuggling. For instance, Tamaz Cha-
duneli, a business associate of Iranian nationals, has ties to Dalibor Kopp, a Czech cit-
izen previously involved in supplying weapons to Hamas and other terrorist groups.
Such cases underscore the increasing opacity of Georgia’s business environment and
its growing susceptibility to criminal activity.
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