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From Strategic Partnership to the Present:
China’s Expansion in Georgia’s Educational Space

“The study of the Chinese language is becoming increasingly popular among
younger generations. For this reason, we have decided to introduce Chinese as a
second language in schools. This year, we launched Chinese language classes in
nine schools in the capital. We are already seeing growing demand. In my country,
after our native Georgian language, English is currently the most popular. Our goal
is that, in the coming years, with the support of our Chinese partners and friends,
Chinese will reach a similar level of popularity.

Knowledge of the Chinese language provides access to a vast part of the world, a
large share of the global population, and the scale of development we see in China.
At an initial stage, of course, learning Chinese builds bridges between countries.
This is followed by an even more important outcome — the development of trust.
Mutual trust creates opportunities for new generations to establish connections, co-
operate, and act together on the international stage, including advancing shared
political interests, which is ultimately in the interest of both countries.” ‘ ‘

Statement by Georgia's Minister of Education, Science, and Youth, Givi Mikhanadze,
given to the Chinese media outlet China Daily on November 15, 2025.

The Chinese Model of Soft Power

In contemporary international politics, one of the most effective strategies used by ma-
jor powers to influence the foreign policy orientation of smaller states is soft power. In
this regard, the People’s Republic of China has emerged as a rapidly growing actor. Ac-
cording to the “2026 Global Soft Power Index” published by the international consulting
organization Brand Finance, China ranks second among UN member states in terms of
soft power. With a score of 73.5 out of 100, China’s soft power index slightly trails that
of the United States (74.9/100).

The concept of “soft power,” introduced by American political scientist Joseph Nye,
refers to a form of influence based on attraction rather than coercion. It involves shaping
the preferences of other states by cultivating goodwill and thereby achieving desired
outcomes. More specifically, soft power seeks to build a positive image within the target
society. In this sense, it rests on three key dimensions:

e Cultural attractiveness.
e The appeal of political values.
e The attractiveness of foreign policy.


https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1159064695853901
https://static.brandirectory.com/reports/brand-finance-soft-power-index-2026-digital.pdf
https://reference-global.com/2/v2/download/pdf/10.2478/scr-2019-0003
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/nationalities-papers/article/academic-diplomacy-the-educational-aspects-of-chinese-and-russian-soft-power-in-tajikistan/A30B69D4A7825F8F72EA2545128B3C33

Unlike the American model of soft power, which is grounded in liberal political, eco-
nomic, and social values, China’s approach is built around the idea of national “excel-
lence” or “success.” Within the Chinese Communist Party’s framework, this is closely
tied to China’s economic development model. According to Joseph Nye, one of the most
effective instruments of China’s soft power is its educational outreach. This includes:

1 e Confucius Institutes, managed by the Center for Language Education and Cooper-
ation, which promote Chinese language and culture.

2. “Scientific diplomacy,” encompassing government scholarships for international
students, university partnerships, joint research initiatives, exchange programs, and re-
lated activities.

In the Global South, including Georgia, China’s soft power efforts are particularly vis-
ible through intensive engagement in education. These initiatives are implemented both
through Confucius Institutes and broader forms of academic cooperation.


https://www.gsssrjournal.com/article/evaluating-china-soft-power-discourse-assumptions-strategies-and-objectives
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/nationalities-papers/article/academic-diplomacy-the-educational-aspects-of-chinese-and-russian-soft-power-in-tajikistan/A30B69D4A7825F8F72EA2545128B3C33
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-981-99-0714-4_15
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/nationalities-papers/article/academic-diplomacy-the-educational-aspects-of-chinese-and-russian-soft-power-in-tajikistan/A30B69D4A7825F8F72EA2545128B3C33
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/nationalities-papers/article/academic-diplomacy-the-educational-aspects-of-chinese-and-russian-soft-power-in-tajikistan/A30B69D4A7825F8F72EA2545128B3C33

Key Findings of the Research

—— o The study' conducted by Civic IDEA found that in 2024-2025:

D)

Nine memoranda and cooperation agreements were signed between Georgian and Chi-
nese universities.

Representatives of 12 Chinese educational institutions visited Georgian universities to
establish partnerships and initiate cooperation.

Georgian universities signed agreements with the following Chinese companies and
organizations: Huawei, Zhogge Cultural Development, Belt and Road Georgia Busi-
ness House, and Guangzhou Dajiang E-Commerce Co. Ltd.

Under an agreement with Huawei, the company will establish Georgia’s first Infor-
mation and Communication Technology (ICT) Academy and introduce “smart class-

rooms” in Georgian schools.

Georgian students participated for the first time in Huawei’s educational initiative
“Seeds for the Future.”

The Chinese Embassy in Georgia actively promoted educational cooperation and the
Chinese language. Within the framework of cooperation between Georgian universi-

ties and the embassy, joint academic events were organized.

In 2024 and 2025, Georgian students and school pupils took part in the Chinese lan-
guage competition “Chinese Bridge.”

Georgian students participated in summer schools and youth camps in China.
Chinese language instruction was offered in 15 schools in Thilisi.

A Confucius Institute will be established at the Georgian Technical University in coop-
eration with a Chinese university.

1. For detailed information on the research methodology, see Annex 2.



Sino-Georgian Educational Relations

China’s soft power engagement in Georgia began with initiatives in education and sci-
entific cooperation. The first Confucius Institute in the country was established in 2010.
In addition, under the agreement on cooperation in the field of education signed on April
13, 2001, Georgian citizens have access to Chinese government scholarships, through
which at least 20 students continue their studies in China each year.

In 2023, the announcement of a strategic partnership between Georgia and China marked
a new phase in Sino-Georgian educational relations. The agreement outlined key areas of
cooperation in the field of education (see Annex #1).

Annex 1:

The Joint Statement between Georgia and China on the Establishment of a Strategic Partner-
ship includes a dimension focused on “people-to-people and cultural relations.” Within the
framework of the agreement, this dimension covers the following areas:

3.1. Taking into account the need to deepen bilateral relations under new conditions, the
parties express their readiness to actively pursue cooperation in science and technology,
including renewing the agreement on cooperation in this field originally signed between the
People’s Republic of China and Georgia in 1993.

3.2. Recognizing the significant potential for cooperation and friendly relations in the sphere
of people-to-people contacts and cultural exchange, the parties agree to strengthen cultural
cooperation. This includes encouraging visits between citizens of both countries and ex-
panding cooperation in tourism, healthcare, youth affairs, and sports. In addition, coopera-
tion will be enhanced in the fields of cinema, media, and public diplomacy.

3.3. The parties will explore the possibility of organizing “Years of Culture” between China
and Georgia and will continue consultations on the establishment of cultural centers, with
appropriate support.

3.4. The parties will strengthen cooperation in science and higher education. This includes
the implementation of exchange programs for academic staff and students, enhanced collab-
oration in the commercialization of science and new technologies, and the development of
joint projects.

3.5. The parties will support universities in implementing practical forms of cooperation,
including joint educational programs. Universities will be encouraged to make full use of
high-quality digital educational resources and integrate them into both online and offline
collaboration formats. The parties will also promote student exchanges and joint develop-
ment through government scholarship programs and other mechanisms.

3.6. The parties emphasize the importance of language learning exchanges and cooperation
programs. They will encourage schools in both countries to promote the study of Chinese
and Georgian languages, support exchange and training programs for language teachers, and
promote the development of Confucius Institutes (and classrooms).


https://freeuni.edu.ge/ge/research/confucius-institute/?research=about-institute
https://iec.gov.ge/%E1%83%9E%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%92%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98/2025-2026-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A1%E1%83%AC%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9D_%E1%83%AC%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98/China_2025-2026
https://iec.gov.ge/%E1%83%9E%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%92%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98/2025-2026-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A1%E1%83%AC%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9D_%E1%83%AC%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98/China_2025-2026
https://ge.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/xwdt/202308/t20230807_11123383.htm

In 2024-2025, cooperation between Georgia’s Ministry of Education and China’s Min-
istry of Education reached a qualitatively new level. In terms of its dynamics, 2025 was
particularly intensive. Specifically, in 2025 alone:

e three meetings were held between the Minister of Education, Science, and Youth of
Georgia and the Chinese Ambassador to Georgia;

e an agreement was signed with China’s Ministry of Education;

e representatives of Georgia’s Ministry of Education conducted three official visits to the
People’s Republic of China.

Chronology of Sino-Georgian scientific and
® educational cooperation (2024-2025):

April 11,2024 © Georgia’s Minister of Education, Giorgi Amilakhvari, met with
China’s Ambassador to Georgia, Zhou Qian. The meeting focused
on implementing joint projects at the general education level and
developing educational resources to support the teaching of the
Chinese language.

February 7, 2025 o Georgia’s Minister of Education, Aleksandre Tsuladze, met with
the Chinese Ambassador. The parties discussed existing cooper-
ation in the education and science sectors and ways to strengthen
it.

March 22, 2025 ¢ Minister Aleksandre Tsuladze met again with the Chinese Am-
bassador. The discussion covered strategic cooperation in educa-
tion and science, joint educational projects, and future plans.

April 16,2025 ¢ During the presentation of a “new vision for general education,”
Minister Aleksandre Tsuladze stated: “A standard for Chinese as
a second foreign language will be approved, and the development
of educational resources for teaching Chinese will begin.”

May 28, 2025 © An agreement was signed between the Ministry of Education of
Georgia and the Ministry of Education of China on the mutual
recognition of higher education degrees and certificates.

May 28,2025 © Minister Aleksandre Tsuladze participated in the World Digital
Education Conference held in China.



https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?t=srch&search=%E1%83%A9%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%94%E1%83%97&id=13751&lang=geo&csrt=5722299993873764708
https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=13946&lang=geo&csrt=4816048630463645327
https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=13982&lang=geo
https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?t=srch&search=%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A2%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98&id=14020&lang=geo&csrt=5722299993873764708
https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=14054&lang=geo&csrt=4816048630463645327
https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=14054&lang=geo&csrt=4816048630463645327

May 28, 2025

June 19, 2025

Nov 14-16, 2025

Nov 14, 2025

Nov 15, 2025

Nov 18, 2025

Nov 19, 2025

Nov 25, 2025

December 2, 2025

Minister Tsuladze met with representatives of Beijing Language
and Culture University, universities of foreign languages, the
Center for Language Education and Cooperation, and the com-
pany Huawei.

Deputy Minister of Education, Science, and Youth of Georgia,
Ana Mghreblishvili, participated in the ministerial meeting “Belt
and Road” held in Chengdu, China. During the visit, she met with
China’s Vice Minister of Science and Technology, Lin Xin.

Georgia’s Minister of Education, Givi Mikhanadze, participated
in the World Chinese Language Conference in Beijing.

Minister Givi Mikhanadze met with China’s Minister of Educa-
tion, Huai Jinpeng.

Minister Mikhanadze met with China’s Vice Minister of Educa-
tion, Zheng Youcang. The parties discussed ways to expand co-
operation and develop joint educational projects.

Minister Mikhanadze visited the Nanjing Institute of Railway
Technology. The meeting focused on cooperation between the in-
stitute and Georgia’s Railway Transport College.

Minister Mikhanadze met with Huawei Vice President Zhang
Chengtao. The discussion focused on Huawei’s initiative to in-
troduce “smart classrooms” in Georgian schools.

Minister Mikhanadze met with China’s Ambassador to Georgia,
Zhou Qian. The parties discussed deepening the strategic partner-
ship and implementing joint educational initiatives.

Deputy Minister Baia Kvitsiani met with representatives of Hu-
bei University of Education. The meeting addressed the imple-
mentation of joint projects between Hubei University and Geor-
gian universities.

As this chronology of meetings and engagements shows, in the period following the
declaration of the strategic partnership, the Georgian Dream government has actively
sought to deepen educational and scientific ties with China. As a result, 20242025 saw
an increase in diplomatic exchanges and agreements between Chinese and Georgian of-
ficials, contributing to the expansion of Chinese language education in Georgia and the
strengthening of cooperation between universities in the two countries.


https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=14056&lang=geo&csrt=4816048630463645327
https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=14081&lang=geo&csrt=4816048630463645327
https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=14349&lang=geo&csrt=4816048630463645327
https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=14348&lang=geo&csrt=4816048630463645327
https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=14353&lang=geo&csrt=4816048630463645327
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1263610079129735&id=100064422650274&rdid=ArlMxusXVuOi4voJ
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1263610079129735&id=100064422650274&rdid=ArlMxusXVuOi4voJ
https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=14355&lang=geo&csrt=4816048630463645327
https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=14368&lang=geo&csrt=4816048630463645327
https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=14376&lang=geo&csrt=4816048630463645327

Teaching Chinese in Georgia

Chinese Language in Georgian Schools

Alongside the declaration on establishing a strategic partnership, on July 31, 2023, a
Memorandum of Understanding was signed in Beijing between Georgia’s Ministry of
Education and the Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China on the “Joint
Teaching of the Chinese Language in General Education Institutions of Georgia.” The
memorandum outlines specific mechanisms through which the parties will promote the
Chinese language in Georgia. The program supports the teaching of Chinese both in
schools and higher education institutions. According to the memorandum:

® The Chinese side will send Chinese teachers to Georgia to assist in coordinating and
developing the documentation necessary for implementing the program.

® The Chinese side will send Chinese language teachers or volunteers to Georgia or as-
sist the Georgian side in selecting Chinese language teachers in China.

® The parties will encourage qualified universities in Georgia to establish Chinese lan-
guage departments, develop academic programs or courses, and send students or young
teachers to China for study.

® Experts from both countries will cooperate in developing textbooks and additional
educational materials.

® The parties will encourage Georgian students to participate in Chinese language pro-
ficiency competitions such as “Chinese Bridge” and to take standardized tests (HSK,
CTCSOL).

® The Chinese side will offer Georgian students opportunities to participate in “Chinese
Bridge” summer camps and provide scholarships for Chinese language teachers.

® The Chinese side will cover salaries, allowances, and international travel expenses for
Chinese personnel, while the Georgian side will provide health insurance, workplaces,
and necessary equipment.

Although official institutions have not published detailed reports on the implementation
and outcomes of this memorandum, open sources indicate that Chinese teachers are ac-
tively involved in Chinese language instruction in Georgia. For example, on July 8, 2025,
Tbilisi Public School No. 102 shared a video showing school representatives bidding
farewell to a Chinese language teacher, Meng Cong.
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On February 26, 2025, Green School published a video on its Facebook page about
Chinese language teaching at the school, featuring Liu Mengchun, a Chinese language
teacher.
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Under the national curriculum, English is the primary foreign language taught in Geor-
gian schools from grades 1 through 12. A second foreign language is introduced from
grade 5 and typically includes French, German, Italian, Turkish, Russian, and others, with
students and parents choosing based on preference.

According to a 2025 statement by the Ministry of Education, within the framework of
the “new vision for general education,” a standard for Chinese as a second foreign lan-
guage will be approved. Accordingly, schools with the necessary resources will be able to
offer Chinese language instruction starting from grade 5.


https://www.facebook.com/GreenSchoolDidiDighomi/videos/1719774938633658/?locale=ka_GE
https://1tv.ge/news/ganatlebis-saministro-skolebshi-chinuri-enis-swavlebastan-dakavshirebit-ganckhadebas-avrcelebs/
https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?t=srch&search=%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A2%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98&id=14020&lang=geo&csrt=5722299993873764708
https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?t=srch&search=%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A2%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98&id=14020&lang=geo&csrt=5722299993873764708

Chinese language courses are already available in a number of schools in Thilisi. In
2024-2025, Chinese was taught in 15 schools, including 4 private and 11 public institu-
tions.'

Notably, representatives of Georgian Dream, who are strong proponents of promoting
the Chinese language in Georgia, frequently emphasize its importance. On November 15,
2025, the Center for Language Education and Cooperation of China published an inter-
view with Georgia’s Minister of Education, Givi Mikhanadze, on its official Facebook
page. At the time, Mikhanadze was attending a Chinese language conference in China.
In the interview, the minister noted the growing popularity of Chinese in Georgia and
stated that the long-term goal of the Georgina Dream is to elevate Chinese to the
level of English in terms of popularity:

“The Chinese language is becoming increasingly popular among the younger gen-
eration. That is why we decided to introduce Chinese as a second language in schools.
This year, we launched Chinese language classes in nine schools in the capital. We see
that demand is growing. In my country, after the native Georgian language, English is
the most popular. Our goal is that in the coming years, with the support of our Chinese
partners and friends, Chinese will reach the same level of popularity as English. It
provides access to a vast part of the world, a large population, and the scale of devel-
opment we see in China. At the initial stage, knowledge of Chinese builds bridges be-
tween countries. .. this is followed by the most important factor—trust. Trust emerges
between peoples, giving new generations the opportunity to build connections,
cooperate, and act jointly on the international stage, representing certain political
o interests together, which, of course, serves the interests of both countries.”

Givi Mikhanadze’s statement clearly points to the link between China’s soft power and
the political ambitions of Georgian Dream. His remarks suggest that the government
views the promotion of the Chinese language as a precondition for deepening political
relations with China. At the same time, the statement indicates an intention for Georgia to
engage more closely with China as part of a broader geopolitical alignment.

While the teaching of Chinese itself does not inherently pose a challenge to Georgia’s
national interests, presenting it as a counterweight to English suggests that its promotion
1s also tied to broader political objectives.

1. For detailed information about these schools, see Annex 3.
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https://teacherjobs.ge/?position=&subject=33&class=&school=&district=
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1159064695853901

Chinese Bridge
(International Chinese Language Competition)

Another way of fostering interest in the Chinese language among young people in
Georgia is through international language competitions. According to a provision in the
2023 memorandum of understanding signed between Georgia and China, the parties will
encourage Georgian students to participate in the “Chinese Bridge” competition. The
“Chinese Bridge” is an international language competition organized by the Center for
Language Education and Cooperation of China and has been held since 2002. The com-
petition includes demonstrations of language proficiency, knowledge of China, and cul-
tural performance (such as Chinese songs, dances, and other artistic elements).

The competition is held in two stages. At the initial stage, winners are selected at the
national level. Successful candidates then represent their country in the final round held
in China. Winners are ultimately awarded scholarships and opportunities to continue their
studies in China.

The “Chinese Bridge” competition has been held in Georgia since 2010. Initially, it
was organized by the Confucius Institute at Free University and the Chinese Embassy in
Georgia. In recent years, the selection stage has also been hosted by the Confucius Insti-
tute at Alte University.

On June 11, 2024, the 23rd Chinese Bridge competition selection round was held at
Free University. The event was attended by Zhou Qian, China’s Ambassador to Georgia,
other representatives of the Chinese Embassy, faculty members from Free University,
representatives of the Confucius Institute at Kutaisi University, representatives of Chi-
na Road & Bridge Corporation and other Chinese companies, as well as lecturers from
Thilisi State University. Students from Free University, Tbilisi State University, and other
universities participated in the competition.

The themes of the Chinese Bridge competition often reflect narratives associated with
the People’s Republic of China. The theme of the 2024 competition was “One World, One
Family.” The winner was a student from Free University, who later represented Georgia
in the final round held in China.

From May 31 to June 1, 2025, the final stage of the Chinese Bridge competition was
held at Alte University. Sixteen students from different regions of Georgia participated.
Contestants completed language tests, delivered presentations, and showcased Chinese
cultural works. The winner was Achi Kandelaki, a student from the Confucius class at
Kutaisi University, who traveled to China in October 2025 to participate in the final stage.
During the 20-day program, he took part in cultural and educational activities and visited
Chinese cities including Beijing and Hangzhou. He ultimately placed third among 113
participants and received a fully funded six-month scholarship at a Chinese university,
covering both tuition and living expenses.
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https://admission.blcu.edu.cn/en/108/list.htm
https://www.konfucijus.vu.lt/en/chinese-bridge
https://edu.aris.ge/news/meate-saertasoriso-konkursis-quotcinuri-enis-xidiquot-sedegebi.html
https://www.facebook.com/100064438249591/posts/2024-%E1%83%AC%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A9%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%AE%E1%83%98%E1%83%93%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%90%E1%83%A8%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1%E1%83%9D-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A3%E1%83%93%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-%E1%83%99%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9C%E1%83%99%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A1%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A8%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A9%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A5/860723239418943/
https://www.facebook.com/100064438249591/posts/2024-%E1%83%AC%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A9%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%AE%E1%83%98%E1%83%93%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%90%E1%83%A8%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1%E1%83%9D-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A3%E1%83%93%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-%E1%83%99%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9C%E1%83%99%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A1%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A8%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A9%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A5/860723239418943/
https://cue.edu.ge/evropis-tsentraluri-universitetis-konphutsis-klasis-mostsavleebi-chinese-bridge-konkursis-phinalur-etapze/
https://cue.edu.ge/1776/
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1107758710513722?locale=ka_GE

Huawei in Georgia’s Educational Space

Huawei, one of the world’s largest technology companies, is widely regarded as an
active participant in China’s so-called “digital diplomacy.” Xi Jinping’s concept of digi-
tal diplomacy aims to promote a positive global image of China and develop alternative
digital infrastructure to that of the West. In 2024-2025, Huawei became one of the most
active Chinese companies operating in Georgia’s educational sector. During this period,
several instances of cooperation between Huawei and Georgian educational institutions
were observed:

Cooperation with Georgia’s Innovation and Technology Agency

On October 22, 2024, a memorandum of cooperation was signed between the Inno-
vation and Technology Agency and Huawei. Under this agreement, Huawei became in-
volved in the agency’s university competition, UNI4VERSE.

This initiative aims to foster interest in innovation and technology among students and
involves both private and public universities in Georgia. The competition is held annually.

The final stage of the 2025 competition, focused on green technologies, began on March

27 and lasted four days. The University of Georgia was declared the winner and was
awarded solar panels by Huawei.

Cooperation with Kutaisi International University
On February 20, 2025, a memorandum of cooperation was signed between Kutaisi
International University (KIU) and Huawei, with Georgia’s Minister of Education Alek-

sandre Tsuladze attending the signing ceremony.
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https://www.interpressnews.ge/ka/article/817248-sakartvelos-inovaciebis-da-teknologiebis-saagentosa-gita-da-huawei-technologies-georgia-s-shoris-urtierttanamshromlobis-memorandumi-gapormda/
https://imedinews.ge/ge/sazogadoeba/379831/gitas-organizebit-teqnoparkshi-uni4verseis-sauniversiteto-konkursis-demo-dge-gaimarta
https://www.facebook.com/GITA.gov.ge/posts/-uni4verse-%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A1%E1%83%98%E1%83%A2%E1%83%94%E1%83%A2%E1%83%9D-%E1%83%99%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9C%E1%83%99%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A1%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A4%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A4%E1%83%90%E1%83%96%E1%83%90-27-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90%E1%83%98%E1%83%AC%E1%83%A7%E1%83%9D-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90-4-%E1%83%93%E1%83%A6%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%92/582008534857516/
https://www.kiu.edu.ge/index.php?m=205&news_id=461&lng=geo

According to the memorandum, Huawei’s first [CT Academy in Georgia will be es-
tablished at KIU. Students and faculty will have opportunities to participate in Huawei’s
training programs, educational initiatives, and international projects. The agreement also
includes internship opportunities.

¢ In December 2025, Huawei’s Thilisi office director, Liu Penghong, visited KIU.
During a meeting with the university’s rector, Vakhtang Tsagareli, the parties discussed
the implementation of the memorandum, including student participation in international
competitions and masterclasses, internship and employment opportunities, the creation
of technological laboratories at KIU, staff training, and the development of innovative
educational projects.

N
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Participation of Georgian Students in “Seeds for the Future”

From August 3 to 9, 2025, Georgian students participated for the first time in Hua-
wei’s educational program “Seeds for the Future.” Students from [lia State University

and Kutaisi International University took part in the program held in Dongguan and
Shenzhen, China.

As part of the week-long corporate program funded by Huawei, students attended
ICT courses, visited Huawei and partner company factories, technological laborato-
ries, and exhibitions. The program also included cultural activities, with participants
visiting various Chinese cities and landmarks. o

Huawei Smart Classrooms in Georgian Schools

In December 2025, during an official visit to China, Georgia’s Minister of Education
met with Huawei Vice President Zhang Chengtao. The discussion focused on the intro-
duction of Huawei “smart classrooms” in Georgian schools. The company’s vice presi-
dent stated that Huawei would provide one school in Tbilisi with the equipment needed
to establish a smart classroom free of charge.
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https://www.facebook.com/Iliauni/posts/%E1%83%98%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%90%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A3%E1%83%93%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A2%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%90%E1%83%A8%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1%E1%83%9D-%E1%83%A2%E1%83%94%E1%83%A5%E1%83%9C%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9D%E1%83%92%E1%83%98%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0-%E1%83%9E%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%94%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98-seeds-for-the-future-huawe/1186687610161866/
https://www.facebook.com/Iliauni/posts/%E1%83%98%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%90%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A3%E1%83%93%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A2%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%90%E1%83%A8%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1%E1%83%9D-%E1%83%A2%E1%83%94%E1%83%A5%E1%83%9C%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9D%E1%83%92%E1%83%98%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0-%E1%83%9E%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%94%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98-seeds-for-the-future-huawe/1186687610161866/
https://newshub.ge/news/sazogadoeba/kiu-s-studentebi-chinetshi-gaemgzavrebian-da-huawei-is-globalur-korporatiul-programashi-seeds-for-the-future-chaertvebian
https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=14355&lang=geo&csrt=4816048630463645327

Cooperation Between Universities

Relations between Chinese and Georgian universities encompass a broad range of co-
operation, including exchange programs, joint research projects, and summer schools and
camps. This section presents information on partnerships established between Georgian
universities and Chinese educational institutions in 2024-2025:

Thilisi State University

Since 2007, Tbilisi State University has offered a program in East Asian Regional Stud-
ies, which includes an undergraduate track in Sinology. The Sinology program partially
fulfills functions similar to those of a Confucius Institute, promoting the teaching of the
Chinese language and culture. For example, in June 2024, the program organized a Drag-
on Boat Festival event. Students presented Chinese poetry, their own translations, Chi-
nese songs and dances, as well as themed visual artworks. Representatives of the Chinese
Embassy also attended the event.

It is noteworthy that the Chinese Embassy cooperates with the state university in var-
ious formats. In September 2025, a two-day conference titled “The 80th Anniversary of
the Chinese People’s War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression and Victory in the
World Anti-Fascist War” was held at TSU, organized by the Chinese Embassy and the
Center for Chinese and Southeast Asian Studies”’ . The conference focused on China’s
role in global politics.

éé

“It 1s essential to hold such a conference
to remind people how important peace is
for our countries. We revisit history as a
lesson and learn to value peace more.”

Zhou Qian,
Chinese Ambassador to Georgia

Pictured: Beka Natsvlishvili - co-founder of the China and Southeast Asia Research
Center and MP of the 9th convocation Parliament from Georgian Dream — and Zhou
Qian, Ambassador of China to Georgia.

2. The Center for China and Southeast Asian Studies was founded in 2025 by Badri Nachkebia,
Tornike Chivadze, and Beka Natsvlishvili, who serves as the head of the organization. According to
its founding agreement, the organization’s activities include the academic study and analysis of the
culture, ethics, traditions, and history of China and Southeast Asia.
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https://www.tsu.ge/ka/news/%E1%83%99%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A4%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%90-%E1%83%97%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A3-%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98-1
https://www.tsu.ge/ka/posts/%E1%83%97%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A3-%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98-%E2%80%9E%E1%83%93%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%99%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%93%E1%83%A6%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A1%E1%83%AC%E1%83%90%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E2%80%9C--
https://www.tsu.ge/ka/posts/%E1%83%97%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A3-%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98-%E2%80%9E%E1%83%93%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%99%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%93%E1%83%A6%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%A1%E1%83%AC%E1%83%90%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E2%80%9C--
https://www.tsu.ge/ka/news/%E1%83%99%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A4%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%90-%E1%83%97%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A3-%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98-1
https://www.facebook.com/p/CCSAS-Georgia-%E1%83%A9%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%AE%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%97-%E1%83%90%E1%83%A6%E1%83%9B%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%97-%E1%83%90%E1%83%96%E1%83%98%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%99%E1%83%95%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%AA%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-61581938740163/
https://www.facebook.com/p/CCSAS-Georgia-%E1%83%A9%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%AE%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%97-%E1%83%90%E1%83%A6%E1%83%9B%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%97-%E1%83%90%E1%83%96%E1%83%98%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%99%E1%83%95%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%AA%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A2%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-61581938740163/
https://bs.napr.gov.ge/GetBlob?pid=400&bid=boVlyOwlsX3qmYsntmLmFIRdPGIrtqp3FlIHRvtk6BsrbRDIthgAAEM6eB8tWW7w

éé

“European and post-Soviet societies know relatively little about the war China fought
in the East during World War II. With today’s conference, we aim to make this event
better known.”

Beka Natsvlishvili, Director of the Center for Chinese and Southeast Asian Studies

Beka Natsvlishvili served as a member of parliament from Georgian Dream between
2016 and 2020. In 2016, he donated 20,000 GEL to the party. In recent years, he has
appeared in television programs as an “analyst,” while remaining an active proponent of
Georgian Dream.

On January 28, 2026, speaking on Maestro TV in Gia Gachechiladze’s program “Ark
of the Stranger,” Natsvlishvili stated: “In terms of technological development, the United
States is no longer leading. China has completely reshaped the global order—both geo-
politically and economically.”

In 20242025, Thilisi State University also established partnerships with several Chi-
nese universities:

In September 2024, a delegation from Shenzhen University visited TSU. The parties
discussed prospects for future cooperation and the development of joint programs, and
agreed to sign a memorandum of understanding.

In October of the same year, TSU Rector Jaba Samushia met with the Director of the
Suzhou Research Institute of Xi’an Jiaotong University and representatives of the In-
ternational CORE Academy for Natural Sciences and Humanities. During the meeting,
Samushia expressed interest in developing cooperation in engineering fields with Xi’an
Jiaotong University.

On November 19, 2025, Jaba Samushia also hosted a delegation from the Chinese Acad-
emy of Social Sciences. The parties discussed prospects for future cooperation, including
TSU’s Far Eastern regional studies program.

In 2025, a bilateral cooperation memorandum was signed between Tbilisi State Univer-
sity and Beijing Foreign Studies University. The agreement provides for joint research
projects, exchange programs for students and academic staff, as well as joint academic
and publishing activities. Within this framework, students of Georgian language studies
at Beijing Foreign Studies University will have the opportunity to continue their studies
at TSU.

TSU students, like those from other Georgian universities, also have opportunities to
continue their studies in China. These include scholarship programs such as the Chi-
nese Government Scholarship “Youth of Excellence Scheme of China Program” for the
2025-2026 academic year.
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https://www.tsu.ge/ka/news/%E1%83%99%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A4%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%90-%E1%83%97%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A3-%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98-1
https://parliament.ge/parliament-members/5658/activity
https://www.transparency.ge/politicaldonations/ge/donations/5610
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1990462091879683
https://www.tsu.ge/ka/posts/%E1%83%A8%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%9F%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%A1%E1%83%98%E1%83%A2%E1%83%94%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%93%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%92%E1%83%90%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%95%E1%83%98%E1%83%96%E1%83%98%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98-%E1%83%97%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A3-%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98
https://www.tsu.ge/ka/posts/%E1%83%AF%E1%83%90%E1%83%91%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B-%E1%83%A9%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%94%E1%83%97%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%AE%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A%E1%83%AE%E1%83%9D-%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1%E1%83%9E%E1%83%A3%E1%83%91%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%99%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%93%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%92%E1%83%90%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%AC%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%97%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A8%E1%83%90%E1%83%9D-%E1%83%A8%E1%83%94%E1%83%AE%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%93%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90-%E1%83%92%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%90-
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European Central University (formerly Kutaisi University)

At European Central University (formerly Kutaisi University), a Confucius Classroom
has been operating since 2020, established on the basis of a memorandum of cooperation
with Xinjiang Medical University. According to the university, the Confucius Classroom
provides Chinese language courses, international educational exchange projects, certifi-
cation testing, and promotes cultural relations between Georgia and China.

¢  The Confucius Classroom is jointly managed by European Central University and
Xinjiang Medical University. On November 25, 2025, the third meeting of the Con-
fucius Classroom’s supervisory board was held online, during which annual and finan-
cial reports were presented. According to the university, both documents indicated an
increase in the number of students. During the meeting with representatives of Xin-
jiang Medical University, an agreement was approved to continue cooperation in the
management of the Confucius Classroom.

The Confucius Classroom actively collaborates with educational institutions in Ku-
taisi. In 2023, a memorandum of cooperation was signed between the university and
the Georgian-American School “Progress,” providing for Chinese language courses
for students and staff. Later, in February 2024, the Chinese New Year was celebrated
at Iberia College with the participation of the Confucius Classroom. According to the
university, Iberia College also hosts a Confucius Classroom, offering opportunities to
study the Chinese language and culture. S

The Confucius Classroom is also actively engaged within the university itself. In De-
cember 2025, textbooks were purchased for the university library with the support of the
Confucius Classroom initiative.

Beyond the Confucius Classroom, representatives of European Central University co-
operate with Chinese higher education institutions. In November 2024, the head of the
university’s simulation center, Tornike Badzgaradze, attended an international congress
in X1’an titled “Holistic Integrative Oncology.”
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In May 2025, the university’s rector, Gocha Tutberidze, visited China and attended the
international conference “Cooperation and Integration: Industry, Education, and Scien-
tific Technologies” held in Urumgqi. During the plenary session, he presented a report
titled “Integration of Industry, Education, Research, and Application at European Central
University.”

As part of this visit, the university’s delegation also visited Xinjiang Medical Universi-
ty. The parties discussed deepening cooperation, implementing exchange programs, and
collaboration in research. According to a 2025 registry extract, Lasha Kandelakishvili
serves as president of European Central University LLC, while 100% of its shares are
owned by European University LLC. In turn, Lasha Kandelakishvili is also the president
and owner of European University LLC.

European University, which owns European Central University, also cooperates with
Xinjiang Medical University. In June 2024, a delegation from Xinjiang Medical Univer-
sity visited European University. The parties discussed expanding bilateral cooperation,
including academic exchange programs, joint research, and staff training.

Alte University

Since November 16, 2017, Alte University has hosted a Confucius Institute established
in cooperation with Lanzhou University. Within this partnership, students at Alte Uni-
versity have opportunities to obtain scholarships and participate in summer camps and
exchange programs. In 2025, five students from the Confucius Institute received schol-
arships for Chinese language teacher training. The one-year scholarship at Lanzhou Uni-
versity covered tuition, accommodation, and insurance.

The Confucius Institute at Alte University actively shares information about its activ-
ities and competitions on its official Facebook page. In April 2025, the institute hosted
events dedicated to International Chinese Language Day, including activities on tea cul-
ture and calligraphy.
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In 2025, the Confucius Institute won the grand prize in an international video com-
petition organized by the Chinese International Education Foundation titled “2025 CI
Moments Global Short Video Collection Event,” with the project “Tea and Chinese Char-
acters Across Mountains and Seas.”

In addition to the Confucius Institute, representatives of Alte University also cooperate
with Chinese universities. In June 2024, Ani Gvetadze, head of the university’s Research
Support and Project Development Department, presented her research at an international
conference in China on “Social Work from the Perspective of Ethnic Minorities.” During
the visit, she also delivered a lecture at Lanzhou University titled “Cultural Diversity and
Social Integration.”

It is also noteworthy that on October 15, 2024, Alte University signed a memorandum
of cooperation with SIAS University in China. The agreement includes exchange pro-
grams, sharing teaching methodologies, joint research projects, joint conferences, semi-
nars, summer or winter schools, short-term academic programs, and more.

Thilisi State Medical University (TSMU)

In 2025, Thilisi State Medical University began actively developing formal coopera-
tion with Chinese educational institutions. In June 2025, a university delegation visited
China, during which representatives visited local clinics and educational institutions. Ac-
cording to the university’s rector, Irakli Natroshvili, an agreement was reached to sign a
memorandum of cooperation with one of the Chinese institutions. Under this framework,
and with funding from the Chinese side, 20 students annually from TSMU’s Faculty of
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation will undertake internships at Guangzhou Universi-
ty of Chinese Medicine. During the visit, it was also planned that from July 20 to August
30, academic staff from the university would undergo specialized training at a university
clinic in Shenzhen.
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Georgian Technical University

According to the official website of Georgian Technical University, its current interna-
tional partners from China include Lanzhou University (July 21, 2023) and Chu Hai Col-
lege of Higher Education in Hong Kong (September 17, 2024). The university has signed
five-year memoranda of cooperation with both institutions.

In 2024-2025, Georgian Technical University entered an active phase of establishing
bilateral relations with Chinese educational institutions, holding meetings both in Geor-
gia and China.

On September 9, 2024, the university’s rector, Davit Gurgenidze, hosted a delegation
from Tianjin University. The parties discussed prospects for implementing joint educa-
tional and research projects. According to the rector, the university also hosts a Chinese
Research Institute.

The Chinese Studies Research Institute
,2- was established on October 15, 2019, with-

) i in the Faculty of Economics, Media Tech-
nologies, and Social Sciences, in coopera-
‘# ‘.ZJ il % ‘# w5 tion with the Chinese Academy of Social
ol Smgnces. Inf?orma‘uqn about the institute is
— — ayallablg on its official Facebook page. The
ot e s e o s A director is Jemal Putkaradze.

In 2021, China’s former ambassador to Georgia, Li Yan, referred to him in a letter as a
“longtime friend of China” and a “participant in Sino-Georgian cooperation.”
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On September 17, 2024, representatives of Georgian Technical University hosted pro-
fessors from Chu Hai College of Higher Education (Hong Kong). During the meeting, a
memorandum of cooperation was signed. According to Vice-Rector Tamar Lominadze,
the agreement includes joint academic activities, research initiatives, bilateral visits, and
exchange programs.

On October 8, 2024, a delegation from Northwestern Polytechnical University of China
visited the university. According to Vice-Rector Tamar Tsereteli, a memorandum of co-
operation between the institutions was planned.

To further develop cooperation, in September 2024, the university’s chancellor, Kar-
lo Kopaliani, visited Sichuan Province, China. During the visit, he held meetings with
three universities: Sichuan University of Science and Engineering (Zigong), Southwest
Petroleum University (Chengdu), and Southwest University of Science and Technology
(Mianyang). Discussions focused on academic partnerships and cooperation develop-
ment.
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During his visit to Sichuan University of Science and Engineering, the chancellor spoke
about ongoing efforts to establish a Confucius Institute at Georgian Technical University.
According to Kopaliani, the institute will be founded based on a memorandum of under-
standing signed with the Sichuan institution and will contribute both to strengthening
university-level cooperation and broadening Georgia—China relations.

In meetings with representatives of Southwest Petroleum University, the parties dis-
cussed mobility programs for master’s and doctoral students. At Southwest University of
Science and Technology, discussions focused on launching joint projects and exchange
programs.
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In September 2025, a delegation from Georgian Technical University conducted anoth-
er working visit to China, traveling to Dunhuang and Lanzhou. During the visit, repre-
sentatives participated in the international scientific conference dedicated to the “Belt and
Road” initiative.

Later, in Lanzhou, a memorandum of understanding was signed with Lanzhou Uni-
versity of Technology. According to the chairman of the university’s supervisory board,
the agreement includes academic and research staft exchanges, mobility and scholarship
programs, joint research projects, the establishment of a Confucius Institute, and the or-
ganization of joint events.

As a result of this cooperation, the parties also jointly established the “Research Center
for Dialogue of Civilizations and Cooperation between China and Georgia.” Accord-
ing to the university, the center will function as an interdisciplinary platform aimed at
strengthening “science-based diplomacy” and “educational dialogue.”

Sokhumi State University

During the reporting period, Sokhumi State University was one of the Georgian educa-
tional institutions that received particular attention from the Chinese Embassy. On July
22,2024, China’s Ambassador to Georgia, Zhou Qian, visited the university. In honor of
the visit, the university’s student choreographic ensemble held a small concert. During
a meeting with Rector Zurab Khonelidze, the ambassador expressed interest in coopera-
tion. The parties discussed prospects for collaboration between Sokhumi State University
and Chinese educational institutions.

The Chinese Embassy also actively cooperates with other universities in Georgia. Chi-

na’s Ambassador to Georgia, Zhou Qian, regularly meets with university representatives
to discuss prospects for cooperation with Chinese higher education institutions.
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For example, on October 23, 2025, Ambassador Zhou Qian visited Caucasus Universi-
ty. During the meeting with university representatives, the parties discussed existing co-
operation with Chinese higher education institutions, which, according to the university,
includes student exchanges, short-term programs, and joint research projects.

On November 6, 2024, the rector and other university representatives, including the
head of the Center for Peace Education, Levan Geradze, and Xinjiang University ex-
pert-consultant Badri Nachkebia, visited the Chinese Embassy at the ambassador’s invi-
tation. The meeting focused on prospects for academic cooperation between China and
Georgia.

On November 29, 2024, a seminar titled “Building a Community with a Shared Future
for Mankind and China—Georgia Cooperation” was held, jointly organized by Sokhumi
State University and the Chinese Embassy. The event was opened by Ambassador Zhou
Qian, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Aleksandre Khvtisiashvili, and Rector Zurab
Khonelidze. In his remarks, Khonelidze stated:

éé

“I would like to express
special respect to the Ambas-
sador of the People’s Repub-
lic of China to Georgia, Mr.
Zhou Qian. Your support for
the Georgian state and our
university is clearly reflected
in the relations we have al-
ready established...”
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During the same period, Sokhumi State University established bilateral relations with
Hunan International Business Vocational College. On September 28, 2024, a memoran-
dum of cooperation was signed, providing for joint research, exchange of academic and
administrative staff, and the development of educational programs.

Georgian International University (GIU)

Georgian International University is the first Georgian university owned by a Chinese
citizen. According to a 2025 registry extract, the rector and head of GIU LLC is Eliso
Elisashvili, while 100% of the university’s shares are owned by Georgia International Ed-
ucation Investment LLC. In turn, this company is owned by Chinese citizen Kang Zheng,
who has served as chairman of the China International Education Group since 1999. The
group aims to strengthen ties between China and international universities.
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GIU cooperates with the China International Education Group in various formats. In
November 2024, the head of the university’s International Relations Office, Grigol Ka-
landadze, participated in an event organized by the group dedicated to the 25th anniver-
sary of Guangzhou International Economic College.

The university’s rector, Eliso Elisashvili, is actively involved in deepening cooperation
between GIU and Chinese universities. In June 2025, during a visit to China, she attended
the international conference held in Dunhuang titled “The Fourth Dialogue on Exchanges
and Mutual Learning Among Civilizations.” She also participated in a panel discussion
on “Global Dialogue on Cultural Heritage and the Digital Silk Road.”

GIU students have opportunities to participate in exchange programs and scholarship
competitions offered by Chinese universities. On November 13, 2024, a delegation from
Tung Wah College (Hong Kong) visited the university. The parties discussed prospects
for cooperation in education, research, and cultural exchange. It was also noted that the
university’s owner, Kang Zheng, would provide scholarships for students from both GIU
and Tung Wah College. Within this cooperation framework,

GIU announced mobility programs to Tung Wah College in October 2024, February
2025, and April 2025. These programs were open to second and third-year undergradu-
ate students in business administration. Successful applicants received a scholarship of
20,000 Hong Kong dollars (approximately 2,557 USD) and were exempt from tuition
fees.

On April 30, 2025, GIU also announced a mobility program to SIAS International Uni-
versity in China for a one-year Chinese language program. The competition was open to
undergraduate and graduate students. Under this program, selected students were exempt
from tuition fees. Notably, the winner was a psychology undergraduate student from
GIU, who continued their studies in China with full funding. According to GIU, starting
from 2026, ten additional students will be able to study in China under this program.
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During the reporting period, GIU also established partnerships with China-related
non-governmental organizations and Chinese companies. On February 19, 2025, GIU
signed a memorandum of cooperation with Zhongge Cultural Development (Yiwu), pro-
viding for joint educational projects and broader collaboration.

According to Chinese sources, the company was founded by businessman Yi Xiao-
jun (also known as Sandro Beridze), who is described as an “ambassador of Georgian
culture.” The company aims to promote Chinese culture in Georgia and Georgian wine
culture in China and cooperates with the Georgian Ministry of Agriculture, the National
Wine Agency, and the Georgian Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

On April 1, 2025, GIU signed a memorandum with
the Belt and Road Georgia Business House®. The agree-
ment includes joint projects, development of education-
al products, and cooperation in student internships and
employment opportunities in China. According to the
university, the organization covers airfare and accom-
modation for selected internship candidates.

On May 15, 2025, a trilateral memorandum was signed between GIU, the Belt and
Road Research Institute of Shenzhen University, and the Shenzhen Belt and Road Inter-
national Cooperation and Development Institute. The agreement includes cooperation in
joint research projects, exchange programs for students and academic staff, organization
of international conferences and academic forums, joint publications on China—Georgia
trade and economic relations, seminars and workshops on economic development and
investment, joint grant applications, and opportunities for internships and study.

On October 15, 2025, GIU signed a memorandum of cooperation with Guangzhou Da-
jiang E-Commerce Co. Ltd. The agreement provides students in business administration
and sinology programs with internship opportunities in China at the company.

It is also noteworthy that GIU itself organizes exchange programs and summer schools
for both Georgian and Chinese students. In August 2025, the university organized a sum-
mer school for Georgian students at Beijing Language and Culture University. Partici-
pants attended language courses, took part in cultural and educational workshops, visited
major cultural sites, and explored interactive museums dedicated to Chinese culture.

3. The Belt and Road Georgia Business House has been registered in the public registry since 2017 as
a non-entrepreneurial (non-commercial) legal entity. Its activities include import and export, education,
tourism, media, the production of advanced technologies, and other areas. The organization operates
both in Georgia and in China. Its head is Georgian citizen Bekar Mikaberidze, who also serves as a rep-
resentative of the Georgian Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Guangdong Province, China.
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In November 2025, representatives and students from Guangzhou International Eco-
nomic College visited GIU. As part of the visit, Chinese guests participated in a cultur-
al and educational program, including an English-language masterclass and a practical
workshop in GIU’s forensic science laboratory. They also visited major landmarks in
Thilisi and traveled to Gori, Kazbegi, and Sighnaghi. The program included informa-
tional visits to Caucasus University, the Georgian Aviation University, and Coca-Cola
Bottlers Georgia

Free University of Thilisi

The Confucius Institute at the Free University of Tbilisi has been operating since 2010.
[ts partner institution in China is Zhengzhou University. The Confucius Institute actively
publishes updates on various programs and competitions on its official Facebook page.
In 2024-2025:

The institute announced 8 competitions for undergraduate students and school pupils

® (grades VII-XII). These included essay competitions on the following topics: “China
— An Interesting World,” “China Through My Eyes,” and “The Chinese Language — A
Path to My Success.”

The institute announced an online Olympiad for school students (grades VII-XII) four
e times, titled “What Do We Know About China?”

The institute announced drawing competitions for school students three times, with
* themes such as “China — An Interesting World” and “Chinese New Year.”

The institute announced video competitions four times for school students and/or uni-
® versity students, with themes such as “Chinese Culture and Me” and “Chinese Songs.”

The institute also announced competitions for students and school pupils in the follow-
* ing areas: “Chinese Character Competition,” “Online Chinese Speech Competition,”
and “Chinese Poetry Competition.”



https://giu.edu.ge/giu-guanjous-kolejis-warmomadgenlebi-stumrobdnen/
https://giu.edu.ge/giu-guanjous-kolejis-warmomadgenlebi-stumrobdnen/
https://freeuni.edu.ge/ge/research/confucius-institute/?research=about-institute
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064438249591&mibextid=LQQJ4d

In July 2024, the Confucius Institute hosted a delegation from the Center for Language
Education and Cooperation of China’s Ministry of Education. The visit aimed to deep-
en educational and cultural cooperation between China and Georgia and to support the
development of Chinese language teaching in Georgia. The delegation also visited the
Free School, where Chinese is taught as a second foreign language. The school’s director,
Amiran Ambroladze, noted during the meeting that, with the support of the Confucius In-
stitute, “the teaching and learning of Chinese at Tbilisi Free School has made significant
progress.” In turn, the head of the Center for Language Education and Cooperation, Hu
Zhiping, stated that “educational and cultural cooperation between China and Georgia is
an important component of bilateral relations.” As part of the visit, an official opening
ceremony was also held for the Confucius Institute’s Chinese language testing center.

il One of the main contributors to the activities of the Con-
% &H‘I fucius Institute is its director, Marine Jibladze. On July 24,
% | it | 2024, the institute’s official Facebook page published in-
formation about an article in the Chinese newspaper Peo-
ple’s Daily about Jibladze, titled: “The Main Goal of My
Life Is to Promote the Development of Sinology.” In the
article, Jibladze states:

B 3 R ol S i

‘ “China is my second homeland, and my life revolves
w around it... My studies in China inspired me to make the
™ A development of sinology my life’s goal.”

The statement of the director of the Confucius Institute, Marine Jibladze, clearly reflects
her commitment to promoting China in Georgia. Jibladze has led the Confucius Institute
at the Free University since 2010, and over the past decade it has become one of the main
centers for Chinese language and cultural education in Georgia.

Marine Jibladze represents an example of Georgian sinologists who actively work to in-
crease the popularity of Chinese language and culture. These individuals actively support
China’s soft power efforts in Georgia. The strategic partnership between Georgian Dream
and the Chinese Communist Party creates a favorable political environment in which the
spread of Chinese influence and pro-China narratives in Georgia becomes more intensive.

In 2024-2025, three graduates of the Free University of Tbilisi continued their studies
at Chinese universities. Specifically, students chose the following programs: Zhejiang
University’s Master’s program in Business Administration, Zhejiang University’s Chi-
nese language and culture program, and Hangzhou Normal University’s Master’s pro-
gram in International Education.
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https://freeuni.edu.ge/ge/news/lika-vesapize-swavlas-cinetsi-hangzhou-normal-university-si-samagistro-programaze-agrzelebs/

Other Georgian Universities’ Links with China

Some Georgian universities do not have frequent or regular relations with Chinese ed-
ucational institutions. However, they cooperate with Chinese universities in various for-
mats:

1. Scholarships and mobility programs

— Grigol Robakidze University

On May 1, 2025, a public lecture titled “China’s Green Economy and Technologies in
the 21st Century” was held at the university, led by sinologist Alexandra Lataria. At
the end of the lecture, students were introduced to Chinese exchange programs and
opportunities to obtain state funding, specifically: Chinese Government Scholarships,
Confucius Institute scholarships, provincial and municipal scholarships, university
scholarships, and Belt and Road scholarships.

Thilisi State Academy of Arts named after Apolon Kutateladze

On February 12, 2025, the academy hosted a delegation from the Central Academy of
Fine Arts (CAFA) in Beijing. As a result of the meeting, exchange-based cooperation
between the universities was planned.

— Akaki Tsereteli State University

Within the framework of cooperation with Chinese educational institutions, the fol-
lowing scholarship opportunities were available to students in 2025:

The Hong Kong “Belt and Road Scholarship,” funded by the Government of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region for the 2024-2025 academic year. The program
was open to both undergraduate and graduate students. The Chinese Government
Scholarship competition for 2025-2026, titled ““Youth of Excellence Scheme of China
Program Chinese Government Scholarship.” The program was open to graduate-level
¢ Students.

— Kautaisi State University

The following scholarship programs were available to students:
The Chinese Scholarship Council competition for the 2025-2026 academic year,

“Youth of Excellence Scheme of China Program Chinese Government Scholarship,”
open to graduate students.
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The Chinese Government Scholarship, Youth of Excellence Scheme, which was
available to public officials, senior managers, university or research institution ad-
ministrators, and individuals with experience working or interning in international
organizations.

2. Summer Schools and Camps

Georgian-American University

Within the framework of cooperation between the university and SIAS University of
China, in June 2024, as well as in February and July 15, 2025, the Georgian-Ameri-
can University informed students about the SIAS University summer camp. Students
from various faculties and from both undergraduate and graduate programs were eli-
gible to participate in the competition. A mandatory requirement for participation was
proficiency in English or Chinese at the B2 level.

Black Sea International University

In July 2025, students of Black Sea International University had the opportunity to
participate in a youth camp organized by SIAS University in China. The camp took
place from October 26 to November 2 and included leadership-focused activities,
cultural events, lectures about China, and other components.

3. Memorandums of Cooperation and Agreements

Batumi State University

In September 2024, a memorandum of cooperation was signed between the university
and the Hunan Institute of Science and Technology. The memorandum provides for
student and staff exchanges, the implementation of undergraduate, graduate, and oth-
er educational programs, as well as the organization of joint conferences.

On November 27, 2025, a memorandum of cooperation was signed between the uni-
versity and Hubei University of Education. The agreement provides for cooperation
in the following areas: exchange of students and academic staff, support for interna-
tional Chinese language teaching, joint research projects, expeditions, conferences,
seminars, meetings, exchange of educational, scientific, and methodological mate-
rials, joint summer schools, cultural, sports, and other activities, as well as sharing
experience in educational and research management.
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. Black Sea International University

In June 2025, representatives of Dalian University of Technology visited the univer-
sity. During the meeting, the parties discussed prospects for cooperation between the
¢ Institutions.

4. Academic Links

In September 2025, Vakhtang Charaia, Deputy Rector of Grigol Robakidze University,
was elected a member of the Hong Kong Academy of Sciences (CORE). The academy
was established by the Hong Kong government and, according to its official website, is
an interdisciplinary, non-governmental scientific organization.

Conclusion

One of the most advanced and developed areas of China’s soft power operations in
Georgia is the educational and scientific sector. The Confucius Institute has been oper-
ating in the country since 2010. Over the past decade, Confucius classes and institutes
established within Georgian universities have actively promoted Chinese language and
culture.

In 2023, following the announcement of the China—Georgia strategic partnership, ed-
ucational cooperation entered a qualitatively new stage. The agreement provides for a
broad range of cooperation in the scientific and technological fields, including mobili-
ty programs, joint projects, partnerships between universities, and support for language
learning. It should also be noted that the section on educational cooperation in the agree-
ment reflects narratives promoted by Beijing. In particular, the document places special
emphasis on the promotion of Chinese language teaching and the development of Con-
fucius Institutes.

In addition to the strategic partnership agreement, the intensification of Sino-Georgian
academic cooperation has also been reflected in frequent diplomatic exchanges at the
governmental level. Since 2023, officials from Georgia and China have held numerous
meetings and discussed prospects for strengthening cooperation. Agreements have also
been signed between the relevant state institutions of the two countries regarding the
teaching of Chinese language in Georgia and the mutual recognition of higher education
qualifications.

The study found that in 2024-2025, Sino-Georgian cooperation in the education sector
became more intensive and multidimensional: the number of mobility programs, joint
projects, and initiatives increased; the activities of Confucius Institutes expanded and ex-
tended into the school system. At the same time, Georgian universities began cooperating
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with Chinese companies, which enabled Georgian students to gain access to internships
and short-term courses in China. The research also showed that after 2023, the Chinese
company Huawei demonstrated particular interest and initiated cooperation with several
Georgian universities.

It is noteworthy that China’s soft power operations in Georgia’s education sector are
supported by the ruling party. Officials from Georgian Dream openly and publicly express
their willingness to deepen cooperation with China, including in promoting the Chinese
language in Georgia. In 2025, the Minister of Education, Givi Mikanadze, emphasized
Georgian Dream’s long-term goal of making the Chinese language as popular as English
in Georgia. Such statements reveal the strategy of Ivanishvili’s party—to shift both the
Georgian state and its population, particularly its youth, away from the Western orbit.

In the context of the general education reform introduced by the Ivanishvili govern-
ment, the intensification of educational ties with China is a matter of concern. As educa-
tion experts note, Georgian Dream’s reform risks isolating Georgia’s education system
from Western models. If fully implemented, the reform may create significant barriers for
Georgian students seeking to continue their studies in American and European institu-
tions. Accordingly, Georgian Dream’s efforts to strengthen educational cooperation with
China do not serve the goal of internationalizing higher education, but rather reflect a
geopolitical reorientation of Georgia’s education sector. As a result, in the future, Chinese
educational institutions—characterized by limited academic freedom and strong influ-
ence from the Communist Party over curricula—may become the most accessible option
for Georgian students pursuing education abroad.
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Annex #2: Research Methodology

“Civic IDEA,” as a research and analytical organization, has for many years actively
monitored Georgia—China bilateral relations, including China’s soft power operations in
Georgia. In a 2024 report titled “Sino-Georgian Strategic Partnership: Cooperation in the
Field of Education,” we analyzed the dynamics of China—Georgia educational relations
from the announcement of the strategic partnership on July 31, 2023, through June 2024.
The present report outlines the main trends and developments in Sino-Georgian educa-
tional and scientific relations in the period following June 2024.

The report is based on a desk research methodology. Within the framework of the study,
Georgian- and foreign-language open sources were analyzed, including materials pub-
lished on the official websites of the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Geor-
gia, as well as various Chinese and Georgian universities. The research period covers
June—December 2024 and January—December 2025.

The study included monitoring of the following Georgian universities:

. Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University
. Thilisi State Medical University

. [lia State University

. Georgian Technical University

. Kutaisi State University

. Sokhumi State University

. Thbilisi State Academy of Arts

8. Batumi State University

9. Akaki Tsereteli State University

10. European University (private university)

~N N L K~ WD~

11. Europe University (private university)

12. Alte University (private university)

13. Georgian International University “GIU” (private university)
14. Free University of Tbilisi (private university)

15. Caucasus University (private university)

16. Grigol Robakidze University (private university)

17. Black Sea International University (private university)
18. Kutaisi International University (private university)
19. Georgian-American University (private university)

20. Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani University (private university)
21. Caucasus International University (private university)
22. University of Georgia (private university)

23. Agricultural University of Georgia (private university)
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24. Georgian Institute of Public Affairs (private university)

25. St. Andrew the First-Called Georgian University (private university)
26. Georgian National University (private university)

27. Petre Shotadze Tbilisi Medical Academy (private university)

28 Thbilisi Humanitarian University (private university)

29. Samtskhe-Javakheti State University (private university)

30. David Agmashenebeli University of Georgia (private university)

The subject of the research included bilateral relations between Georgian and Chinese
universities, the activities of Confucius Institutes in Georgia, Chinese language educa-
tion, and educational initiatives supported by the Chinese Embassy in Georgia.

Annex #3: Thilisi Schools Where Chinese Is Taught

On April 17, 2025, the Ministry of Education, Science and Youth of Georgia issued a
statement noting: “At this stage, Chinese is taught in 15 schools as an additional service.”

Below is the list of these schools:

» Green School LLC

* Robert Schuman European School LLC
» Millennium School LLC

* New Generation School LLC

private schools

« LEPL Thilisi No.
« LEPL Thilisi No.
« LEPL Thilisi No.
« LEPL Thilisi No.
« LEPL Thilisi No.
« LEPL Thilisi No.
« LEPL Thilisi No.
« LEPL Thilisi No.
« LEPL Thilisi No.
« LEPL Thilisi No.
« LEPL Thilisi No.

208

161

65

163 named after Ekvtime Takaishvili
61

105

173 named after Vakhtang Gzirishvili
116

82

220 named after Zurab Dzamunashvili
217

32

public schools


https://mes.gov.ge/content.php?id=14022&lang=geo
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https://www.facebook.com/millenniumschooltbilisi/posts/pfbid034zAgTke2dLzRYy97wA2n75p3kyoDZgj9TD3VKKjEH9EKUPnkjobW2trLqfct9SS8l?locale=ka_GE
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https://www.facebook.com/pablic.school.161.tbilisi/posts/pfbid02s8ueUN6JQ1kjcfCJjFMkx71pHYmBmpz1y4RiCdZWXHUGtkKW5BahGBeXjZJGkmral
https://teacherjobs.ge/89214/
https://teacherjobs.ge/88926/
https://teacherjobs.ge/88652/
https://teacherjobs.ge/88589/
https://teacherjobs.ge/85228/
https://teacherjobs.ge/85199/
https://www.facebook.com/82school/posts/pfbid02kea1tjdqQ52pG4wYv2ZiBNJfifCL5YtUPrUcGaQe4VXgDSRmTsxJgfLALbCHmdyBl?locale=ka_GE
https://teacherjobs.ge/83517/
https://teacherjobs.ge/83347/

